Claims (additions in p^; ink): 



Claims 1-18 (canceled) 

19 (currently amended). A method for treating sickle cell disease in a patient in 
need thereof, comprising the step of administering to said patient a compound of 
the formula: 



R1 is OHO or on o l dohydo protecting a,thiozolidine-QrouD comprisod of the 
following formula: 



R2, R3 and R4 are the same or different and selected from the group consisting 

of H, OH. alkyi, halogen and hydroxy-alkyi; lR6 and; R7 =-HI;; 

X=OorS; 

and wherein said compound is administered In sufficient amount to said patient 
to ameliorate sickle cell disease. 




where 




«Fhidzolidinej4=carboxylic~ethyl:ester? 



2 



I 



20 (original). The method of claim 19, wherein R1 is CHO; R2 and R3 = H; R4 is 
H, alkyi or hydroxyalkyi; and X =0 and the general formula of the compound Is: 

R3 




21 (original). The method of claim 20, wherein R1 is CHO; R2 and R3 = H; R4 is 
H, alkyI or hydroxyalkyi;. and X and the general formula of the compound is: 




CHO 



22 (currently amended). The method of daim 20, wherein said compound is of 
the fonnula: 




CHO 



where 

R1 is CHO; R2 and R3 =H; R4 ^.^^CMaOH (hydroxy^methylimoiety);^ 
andX = 0. 
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23 (currently amended). The method of claim 19, wherein said compound is of 
the formula 

R3 




where 

R1 i s a heterocyclio th i ozo l idino ring fs'd~thi^olidine 4H3aH3b}cy^ 

R2. R3 = H; R4 is H, alkyi or hydroxy-alkyl;/R6 and R7 =H; and X = O 

24 (currently amended). The method of claim 23, wherein (R1 i o a th i ozolid i no 
ring, R2 and R3 -H, R4 is hydroxym e thyl, and R6 and R7 -H said compound is 
of thefonnula: 




CO2CH2CH3 
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25 (currently amended). The method of claim 19, wherein said compound is 
selected from the group consisting of a compound of the formula: 




26(original). The method of claim 19, wherein said compound Is 5- 
hydroxymethyl-2-furaldehyde. 

27(orlginal). The method of claim 19, wherein said compound is 2-(5- 
hydroxymethyl-furan-2-ylHhiazolidine-4-carboxylic acid ethyl ester. 

28(original). The method of claim 19, wherein said compound is 5-methyl- 
furaldehyde. 

29(original). The method of claim 19, wherein said compound is 5-ethyl- 
furaldehyde. 
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